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lEI Transmittal Letter; Information Disclosure Statement; Form PTO-1449; cited references A1-A10 and 
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and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR § 1.17 associated with this paper (including any 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and §§1.97- 
1.98, and more particularly in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b), Applicants hereby 
cite the following reference(s): 

OTHER DOCUMENTS 

Bezdek, James C. et al., "Convergence Theory for Fuzzy c-Means: Counterexamples and Repairs", 
IEEE Transactions on Systems, Man, and Cybernetics, Vol. SMC-17, No. 5 pp. 873-877, j 

September/October 1987 . 

Brealey, S.C. etal., "Opencast Mining", The Mining Engineer, IME. (UK), No. 99, pp. 147-163, 

December 1968 . 

Caccetta, Louis et al., "An Application of Branch and Cut to Open Pit Mine Scheduling", 

httD://ructor.rutaers.edu/~do99/EA/SHill.doc. pp. 1-24, 1999 

International Search Report for PCT/AU03/01298, dated November 3, 2003 

International Search Report for PCTAU03/01299, dated November 1 1 , 2003 

Kaas, L. Michael, "Computer Techniques for Production Scheduling and Blending of Taconite" 
Proceedings of the 2(t h Annual Mining Symposium, University of Minnesota, pp. 135-144, January 

1965 . 

Lerchs, Helmut et al., "Optimum Design of Open-Pit Mines, Transactions, C.I.M., Vol. LXVII, pp. 17-24, 

1965 . 

Pana, M.T., "The Simulation Approach to Open-Pit Design", Transactions of the Short Course and 
Symposium on Computers and Computer Applications in Mining and Exploration, University of 

Arizona, pp. 1-24, March 1965 . 

Underwood, R. et al., "A Mathematical Programming Viewpoint for Solving the Ultimate Pit Problem", 

EJOR, Vol. 107 pp. 96-107, 1998 . , 

Wharton, Christopher et al., "The Effect of Mining Width on NPV", Proceedings of the 1997 Whittle 
Conference "Optimizing with Whittle", Perth, Western Australia, pp. 174-178, April 1997 
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Applicants are enclosing Form PTO-1449 (one sheet), along with a copy of each 
listed reference for which a copy is required under 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(a)(2). As each of 
the listed references is in English, no further commentary is believed to be necessary, 
37 C.F.R §1. 98(a)(3). Applicants respectfully request the Examiner's consideration of 
the above reference(s) and entry thereof into the record of this application. 

By submitting this Statement, Applicants are attempting to fully comply with the 
duty of candor and good faith mandated by 37 C.F.R. §1.56. As such, this Statement is 
not intended to constitute an admission that any of the enclosed references, or other 
information referred to therein, constitutes "prior art" or is otherwise "material to 
patentability," as that phrase is defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(a). 

Applicants have calculated no fee to be due in connection with the filing of this 
Statement. However, the Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency associated 
with the filing of this Statement to a deposit account, as authorized in the Transmittal 
accompanying this Statement. 
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Brealey, S.C. et al., "Opencast Mining", The Mining Engineer, I.M.E. (UK), No. 99, pp. 147-163, 
December 1968 
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